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I Anti-tennite treatment in buildings: A job of professionals J 
Dr. B.s. Rawal 

Scientist-·in-Charge. Building Pe!>ls and Mycology Laboratory. 
Central Building Research Institute. Roorkee-247 667 
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The cost of building construction is increasing by 

50% over the nonnal inflation due to hike in the cost 

)f basic building materials and labour. Today, 

'onstruction industry has entered Into a 

evolutionaryphase. Computer-aided-design, efficient 

md versatile machinery. highly sophisticated 

~quipment. tens of kinds of concrete. amazing grades 

)f cement, steel and eeo-friendly substitute to the 

:onventional materials are fast playing a pivotal role 

n changing the construction scene around the world. 

Yet, in India. the old and tfllditional line is being 

oed. Result: wastage. leakage. cracks, dampness. 

:ffiorescence and tennite attacks. Terrutes are well 

:nown pest in many part of .he world. where.hey 

lttack any cellulose-based materials. About one thm! 

)f the timber produced worldwide is lost due to various 

)iodegrading agents; termites are one of them, It is 

mpossible to build structures so tennites can not cause 

lamage. 

All termites need is a mall C lck In concrete 

lasement, loose mortar joint or 'iny gaps around pipe 

md their search ror WQ(\l;, IS on. Termites can eat 

Iway at homes It adeqm.le phvslcal or cherJllcal 

larriers are not maintained. It cause damage to 1111 

dnds of woodwork. furniture. fumlshmgs. c.Iothing. 

;tationery. rubber. plastic. leather matenals and even 

he lead coating of underground cables. 

The damage caused by tenmtes are more than all 

)ther natural disasters combined. Termite ppe~ to 

:>e an ideal group of organism for bio- ,seographical 

malysis because of their antiquity. low disper~al 

~apability and manageable di\'e~ity. Principal types 

)f tennites are - subterranean (nest in the soil), damp-

wood (infest damp-wood) and dry-wood termites 
(infest dry-wood). 

Among all. subterranean termites are the most 

destructive and frequently encountered kind of termite 

infesting buildings worldwide. Arial nests can occur 

withom aground connection if all castes of the colony 

arepresent and moisture is available .. 

Termite control in buildings has become a major 

issuein 1988. when chlorinated hydrocarbons ( such 

asAldrin. Chlordane, Heptachlore and similar 

pesticides)were banned due to environmental and 

health concems.:be.<;e products were replaced with 

other pe~ticidesconsidered to be more environmentally 

acceptable andless risky but are not as effective in the 

long tenn. 

The oest comrol of termites is prevention and 

thebest lime to proVide protection is during 

theplanning ilnd construction of a building. All 

ne\vconstruction sites must be treated with termiticide 

toprevent furure termite attack. and damage. Once the 

structure is in place_ it is much more difficult to ensure 

th""t the .:hcmical i~ actually applied unifonnly. 

Tcnnite infestations can go undetected for years, 

hidden behind dry wall, paneling. tloorcovering, 

insulation or other obstructions. Subterranean and dry­

wood termites require completely different control 

methods 

Therefore. the termites must be correctly identified. 

Workers and immature are virtually impossible to 

identify. Many 'l[ the potential termite entry points 

are hidden and di'ficult to access. Detecting an 

mfestatlon often requires the tnl1ned eyes ot a 
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)fofessiona1 PCO inspector. The most experienced 

nspector can overlook hidden damage also. 

Termites control requires specialized training in the 

nstallation of an interception and or baiting systems 

\;'i well as the proper use of supplemental treatments 

hat may be employed, such as liquid chemical barriers. 

'oams and wood protectants. 

Ridding a home of termites requires extensive 

mowledge of termiticide applied pre-construction shall 

:>e applied in specific amounts, concentration and 

realments area designated by the label. It also requires 
,pecialized equipment and the application of large 

Imounts of termiticide. Ultimately, the quality of 

rnti-tennite treatment job depends less on the person 

who sells the job than the individual who does the 

,ob. 

Volume is important to .lllow unitorn treatment of 

lreas under the slab. Generally. more he volume the 

( 
more unifonn the coverage. Inadequate distributiOn 

of chemical. improper volumes of termiticide 
application or insufficient treatments of critical and 

non-critical areas are major causes of termiticide 

failure. More important than the brand of terrniticide 

is that the treatment be perfonned by an experienced 

technician. backed by a responsible pest control finn. 

A safe and effective treatment requires an 

experienced technician. not some one who was hired 

a few weeks ago. Given the substantial financial 

investments of home, lennite treatment is a job of 

professionals. In the present paper bio-ecology, pest 

status of termites. alternative ethods of tennite 

control and other non-toxic and eco-friendly remedial 

measures has been discussed in details. 

The paper is to be presented in "Pest Control 

Conference" to be organizedby "Pest Control 
Association of India" (peAl) at Mumbai during 
21-23rd November 2003. 
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Air-Tech Air curtains 
An Invisible Door 
Dust Rejection: 80-90 
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Ultra Sonic Rat Repeller 
An Elect';ca! Operated DeVice 
[naudible co Humar Ear 
To RepeUer the Big 
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Rats and Mice. 
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