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- entrusted to computer for faster and, accurate record keeping, issuing _
r replacements. A practical procedure along with computer program is

o8/

Periodicals, Magazines)
tion about current activi-
ds of research and appli-
n afford to ignore the
rrent information contain-
Senals are brought out in
ending upon the number
few spare copies) who

er a definite time schedule ;
yearlies and annual etc. A
 form a volume.

provided the library is equipped with a P.C.

2 PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

Serial librarian i supposed to :
1. Serve current issues.

2. Serve complete set (all the published
issues of a volume) of each and every
serial that are subscribed, exchanged etc.

These are essential to satisfy :

1. User’s needs of a particular information
provided in a serial that is subscribed in
the library.

2. To clear the advances paid as subscrip-
tions, membership etc. to enable the
accounts section to adjust against the
receipt in full what was expected against
that advance.
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18 R. C. GUPTA AND SHIV DASS

To accomplish the goal the responsibility
commands :

1. To keep a regular watch over the postal
system for the receipt of issues of Jour-
nals daily.

2. To keep a proper record—what, when
expected, received or not received, due/
not due.

3. To send requests for due but not re-
ceived numbers within the claim time to
get a free replacement.

4. To keep the exact missing and unreplace-
able issues record to enable the users
know their non-availability.

3 PROBLEMS IN PERIODICAL RECEIPT

Periodicals are not brought out on a parti-
cular date by all the publishers. Moreover,
these are sent by post air-lifted, air-mail or
sca-mail and these systems have their own
problems ‘relating to the delivery time and
misplacements. Normally foreign journals
take 10-15 weeks to reach their déstination if
sent by seamail. Air-mail is speedy but is
quite costlier. Publishers allow a very limited
number of free replacements on the claims
received within their time limit. Hence missing
issues are to be immediately reported and
claims lodged otherwise no free replacement
could be ensured. Double payment for the

same issue is neither permissible nor practic-
able.

4 PROCESS OF RECEIPT

Different systems of serial receipt control
are in practice where a record is kept of,

1. Journal’s name

2. Frequency of publication

1ASLIC' Bulletin

. Year e e ;
4 3 d .
. Volume } Subscription paid in ﬂd‘ianee__,

3
4
5. Issues due
6. Issues received
7

. Addresses of the pubhsher/supphu
entered on record card (s). °

Periodically, say once a week or once a
fortnight or a month, these records are checked
one by one and records having missing (un. -
received issues which are already publlshed)_"f‘
issues are kept for sending reminders. The -
whole activity is quite cumbersome and timg
consuming. It is a repetitive type of activity
and so chances of oversight cannot be ruled
out.

5> COMPUTER’S APPLICATION

For speedy, accurate and handling large
data at ease and will, computers can be applied
to this activity. Small computers — personal -
computers, PC-AT can be used fruitfully. It
can keep several files, make use of any or
many at a time, posting of any new added
record to any of the files accurately and its
retrieval properly. It works on a set of instruc-
tions (Program) in a computer language. '

51 Development of computer program

For a practical application, a computer
program is developed in BASIC language and i
used to get desired results.

52 Input preparation specifications
There will be following files :
1. 'Co'mputer program
2. Input data file
3. Input letter file



H"ﬁ_lf; will contain the follow-
mation :

will be SI. No. 1 in first line,
next four lines, one line blank,
one ling a comma, frequency
Monthly) a comma and set num-
nany sets, volumes are recorded
urnal. In next line year a comma
umber a comma and then issue
ated by a comma. The issues
arked by a minus (—) sign like
d the missing by a 0 zero. As
 received it is recorded on its
the (—) sign. For example a
aid for X Journal for Vol, Y
to start afterwards. To record
put file, mark the Journal year,
issue numbers with (—) sign. See

is due but not received, it ig
0 to show as missing. The com-
tomatically issue a reminder (when
) requesting for a free replacz-
have two responses — the issc
aced or cannot be replaced. In

COMPUTERISATION OF SERIALS CONTROL : 19

later case, put a mark to avoid . further

. reminders.

3. Letter File : This is also another input
file that will have text of the reminder letter
(sample given in Appendix 2). For various
levels, different letters may be designed and
file names specified — like J. LTR, J. LTRI,
J. LTR2. iy 5

4. Output file : It will be generated by the
computer itself after executing the program. It
will issue reminders where it is needed.

5 It will also generate records to keep as
office copy without printing letters provided
the printer is on. This can be used as des-
patch copy as it will have address and missing
record with date of issue. (Appendix 3)

S3 Program specifications

The program is user friendly, It will ask
a few questions before execution.

1. En‘er input data file

name J. Dat
2. Enter input letter file
name J. LTR
3. Enter output file name J. Out
4. Range of search year it
from 1987 6 1990
5. Range of search Sl. No. : 4
from i 1to4

54 Why tange of seaich |
It gives a opportudity of scarring Serials

record for more than one year at a time and

80 also from any serial number to any greater

serial number at one search.

55 Input/Guipui thi‘ough word star
Préparationi of data, editing and reguiar

recording of receipt of journals, in input dati
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[rpesu= .1 sy T oEL 2o NI, R T ™



20 i R. C. GUPTA AND SHIV DASS

file, letter in input letter file and printing of
out file with editing (if any) will be done using
a word star processor. Daily entry in data
input file using find command to locate the
Sl. No. will be helpful for quick access to a
Journal received that day.

6 CONCLUSION

The program can be used for any number

1

Periodical Division,
Pergamon Press,
Headington Hill Hall,
Oxford 0x3 OBW, England.

Computers and Structures, BM, 5
1986, 23, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6
1987, 24, 0, 2, 0, 4, 0, 0
1988, 25, 1, 2, 3,0, 5, 6
1989, 26, 0, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
1990, 27,-1,-2,-3,-4,-5,-6

3

2

Society For Experimcntal Stress -Analysis
14, Fairfield Drive,

Brookfield Centre,

C.T. 06805 (203) 775-6373, USA.

Experimental Mechanics, Q, 4
1987, 27, 1, 0, 0, 4
1988, 28, 1, 2, 3, 0
1989, 29, 0, 2, 0, 4
1990, 30,-1,-2,-3,-4

_8LIC Bulletin

. 1988, 10, 1, 0, 3, 4

of Journals of any frequency for any mlm'
of years etc. Samples are appended Wlth
view to provoke professionals to come fon
ward to utilise this program.

.
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American Concrete Institute,
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Concrete International, M, 3
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American Society of Civil Engmeers, i8
345 East, 47 Street, ] r.n%‘
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USA, E
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Journa} of Structural Engg. Div, M, 4 ,-3
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1988, 111, 0,'2,'3, 4, 0, 6, 7, 0; 9; ‘10; 1151285
1989, 112, 0, 0, 0, 4, S, 6, 7; 8;,.0;.0;.0; .0 wni“
1990, 113, 1, -2, -3, -4,--5, -6, -7; -8; -9; -10; <l
Q4



o your following journal (s)
» have not received the issues

g regularly with the postal
e written to you timely for
We could neither get the
& replacement as yet. Should
ight have lost in transit.

sume tnat

cential to have a complete set of journals

. Concrete Institute,
no. 19] 50,

h’ternational
9

10
11
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APPENDIX—-2

in the Library for a proper use and bccaus_e of the
position explained above, our volume is lying in-
complete.

We therefore, request you to send- us the replace-
ment immediately to enable us to serve our
readers. Please inform your action by air to avoid
further reminders.

Looking forward for am early favour and coopera-~
tion.

Thanking you, Yours: faithfully,

(Library Officer)

APPENDIX—3

12-02-1990
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~ American Society of Civi
345 East, 47 Street,

. New York 10017,

- U

.

1 Engineers,

B

Journal of Structural Engg. Div -

1987 - 110 2 ,
1988 111 14 S8
1989 112 1905713

9 10 11 12
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